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2010 NCDA Accomplishment Report

The National Council on Disability Affairs, the country’s focal point on disability
concerns, leads the way towards achieving a more accessible and inclusive society for
persons with disabilities making them more active and empowered members of every
community contributory to a more sustainable development for all. In 2010, the NCDA
programs, activities, and projects are aligned to its national campaign “Make the Rights
Real” and guided by national and international agenda such as the Magna Carta for Persons
with Disabilities (Republic Act No. 7277), Accessibility Law (Batas Pambansa Blg. 344),
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN-CRPD) and the
BIWAKO Millennium Framework for Action: Towards an Inclusive Barrier-Free and Rights-
Based Society for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific (2003-2012).

Highlights of Accomplishments:
A. Policy and Plan Formulation

1. Inits effort to strengthen the Country’s policy environment on disability, NCDA through its
sub-committees, executive committee and governing board passed and adopted the
following policies:

a. Incorporation of projects and services to address the health needs of persons with
disabilities in the National Health Program for Persons with Disabilities of the
Department of Health (DOH)

b. Formation of a committee in the Department of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) which will lobby with national government agencies to provide annual funding
for programs and support services for persons with disabilities pursuant to Section 4 of
R. A. No. 10070

c. Adoption and endorsement of the “Guidelines in the Admission of Students with
Disabilities in Higher Education and Post-Secondary Institutions” by the Commission on
Higher Education (CHED)

d. Creation of a monitoring committee on the implementation of R. A. No. 9442
e. Immediate implementation of the 20% discount on the purchase of medicines as

mandated by R. A. No. 9442 through the Drugstores Association of the Philippines
(DSAP) and exemption from the 20% discount for those medicines listed in the coverage



of the cheaper medicine law only for the first six months of implementation of R.A. No.
9442 upon receipt of the board resolution by the DSAP through the DOH

f. Submission of relevant inputs to the country report for the UN-CRPD by the NCDA
member-agencies, international organizations, Philippine-based UN bodies and other
concerned partners

2. NCDA has worked on the inclusion and integration of various disability agenda with its
member-agencies and other stakeholders through the following institutional
arrangements:

a. Department of Education (DepEd) and Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD)

Development of a Training Manual on Inclusive Education which is intended to
equip day care workers on the early identification, management and supervision of
children with disabilities that are enrolled in day care centers

b. Department of Education

Incorporation of the provisions of Batas Pambansa Blg. 344 (Accessibility Law) in the
designs of school buildings

Increase of the cost estimate of armchair per unit from P800 to P900 relative to the
participation of cooperatives of persons with disabilities in its bidding for the
manufacture of school armchairs and tables

Participation of cooperatives of persons with disabilities in the bidding of school
furniture under the 15% budget allocation for “Other Types of Cooperatives”

c. Department of Health

Issuance of a memorandum directing all its regional health offices to implement R.A.
No. 9442 and Administrative Order No. 2009-0011

Conduct of work planning on the Philippine Registry for Persons with Disability
(PRPWD) System for 2011

Development of a National Directory of Available Rehabilitation and Medical
Specialists

Inclusion of the following programs and projects in its National Health Program:

o Newborn Screening Program which include among others, early detection and
prevention of all types of disability and early intervention to include audio hearing test in
line with R. A. No. 9709 or the Newborn Hearing Screening Act; Yearly one (1) day free
check-up for persons with disability/children with disability at the regional retained
hospitals; Linkages and partnerships with organizations and/or associations of specialists
on services not provided by the hospitals; Establishment and/or strengthening of
rehabilitation units in the regional hospitals and allocation of funds for the purpose; and
Conduct of capability-building activities for frontline health personnel, volunteers, and
Barangay Health Workers to assist persons with disabilities availing of services through
the health desk of regional hospitals

o Implementation of the 20% discount on the purchase of medicines, including those that
are branded and assistive devices



o  Philippine Health Insurance Corporation’s coverage of persons with disabilities pursuant
to R.A No. 9288, R.A. 9709 and other applicable laws

o Program on assistive devices for marginalized persons with disabilities in coordination
with the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation and other concerned non-government
organizations

o Nationwide advocacy campaign on the prevention of causes of disabilities, to include
immunization and proper nutrition

Ongoing research on the granting of 20% discount for assistive devices, Philhealth ID
cards for persons with disabilities, therapy treatment for children with visual
disability, assessment fees charged by the development paediatrician and other
medical benefits for persons with disabilities

Organization of a technical working group to study the International Classification of
Functioning, Disability and Health through its National Epidemiology Center

Development of guidelines on the implementation of Community-Based
Rehabilitation

d. Department of Public Works and Highways

Conduct of seminar workshops on Accessibility Law cum audit (of the seminar
venue) in the National Capital Region (NCR), Cordillera Autonomous Region, Regions
[, I, I, IV-A, IV-B and V which were attended by district, municipal, city engineers;
building officials; and other representatives from local government units

Issuance of an order on the “Guidelines on the Programs/Activities/Projects for
Persons with Disabilities for a More Effective and Expeditious Implementation of
their Programs”

Conduct of regional accessibility trainings/seminars, including discussion on the
utilization of the One (1%) percent provision in the General Appropriations Act
(GAA) for programs and projects for older persons and persons with disabilities

e. Department of Labor and Employment

Inclusion of organizations of persons with disabilities/self-help groups of persons with

disabilities as recipients of its “Kabuhayan Starter Kit”. The following were the firsts

which have availed of the said Starter Kit:

o Labrador Pangasinan Association in Region |

o Association of Disabled Persons of Antique

o Samahan ng mga Magulang na Nagiingat ng Lahat ng Espesyal na Bata, Inc. (SMILE, Inc.) in
NCR

o Women with Disabilities Federation in Cagayan province

Department of the Interior and Local Government

Issuance of Memorandum Circular No. 2010-103 on the “Establishment of Persons
with Disability Affairs Office (PDAO) in every Province, City and Municipality
pursuant to R. A. No. 10070”



e Lobbying for the compliance to Accessibility Law and its amended Implementing
Rules and Regulations (IRR) by all provincial governors, city and municipal mayors,
and DILG regional directors

e Other relevant efforts such as:
o Strengthening of groups of persons with disabilities to lobby for the establishment of
PDAO in Tanauan City, Sta. Rosa City and Quezon Province.

o Integration of the needs and requirements of persons with disabilities in the planning
and budgeting processes of local government units

o Submission of clients’ data and information which were provided assistive devices as
inputs to the Philhealth’s study on the expansion of other possible benefits for persons
with disabilities, in coordination with the DSWD Regions |, II, V, CAR and CARAGA

o Audit of LGUs’ compliance on the accessibility law

o Provision of special privileges to persons with disabilities in the Local Government
Performance Management System

Department of Justice and National Bureau of Investigation

e Investigation on the complaints of passengers with disabilities on the discriminatory
acts of Cebu Pacific Airways, such as among others delay in boarding and
humiliation

o Employment of persons with hearing impairment to its NBI clearance system project

Civil Service Commission

e Issuance of its Memorandum Circular No. 6 Series of 2010 on the “Amendment to
MC No. 3, s. 2008 (Grant of Eligibility; Revised Schedule of Skills Tests and Civil
Service Eligibilities; Skills Certificate Equivalency Program)

Commission on Election

e Issuance of COMELEC Minute Resolution No. 10-0326, which provides for the
extension of preferential treatment to senior citizens, pregnant women and persons
with disabilities on election day by designating polling places located at the ground
floor of the voting centers, or providing them express lanes if possible

e Issuance of COMELEC Minute Resolution No. 10-0331 where the Commission will
provide Election Day Help Desk in every polling center to be manned by the Parish
Pastoral Council for Responsible Voting (PPCRV)

The issuance of these resolutions made voting easier for persons with disabilities
and assured their participation in the 2010 elections and beyond.

National Computer Center

e Issuance of NCDA-NCC Joint Circular No. 1 series of 2010 on Accessible Web Design
to bolster access of persons with disabilities to information and opportunities. The
joint circular provides for the technical standards of an accessible website for
immediate implementation by all agencies and instrumentalities of the Executive
Branch. Likewise, the Judiciary and legislative branches were also encouraged to
implement the same.



Orientation of 50 representatives from partner agencies on web accessibility with
agency action plans as outputs. Through the orientation, the curriculum for the NCC
training programs on web accessibility was developed and an action team was
organized to review the proposal of the Telecommunications Office (TELOF) to set
up a broadband facility which will provide persons with disabilities free Internet
access

k. American Field Services (AFS) Intercultural Program Philippines

Enrichment of the AFS-YES Program screening of applicants and organization of
former persons with disabilities grantees as active advocates and screening panelists
for the program

Addition of one (1) yearly scholarship slots in the AFS — Kennedy Lugar Youth
Exchange and Study Program. For School Year 2010-2011, three (3) persons with
disabilities scholars were sent as exchange students in the United States of America.

|.  House of Representatives’ Committee on Social Services

Expression of support by Congresswomen Lani Mercado-Revilla and Josephine

Veronique R. Lacson-Noel for the passage and/or drafting of the following legislative

agenda:

o Amendment to Chapter 1, Sec. 5 of R. A. No. 7277 (Employment of persons with
disabilities in the government)

o Amendment to Accessibility Law (Batas Pambansa Blg. 344);

o A legislation on making NCDA as an annual recipient of at least one (1) PCSO draw,
wherein the proceeds will be used to augment livelihood projects, medical and laboratory
needs, including assistive devices of persons with disabilities

m. Court of Appeals

Lifting of its Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) on the implementation of the 20%
discount on the purchase of medicines

Prior to this, the Council facilitated the publication of Administrative Order No. 1
Series of 2010 on the issuance of NCDA identification card relative to R. A. No. 9442
at the Philippine Star and The Daily Tribune on August 12, 2010, copies of which
were forwarded to the Court of Appeals and Solicitor General on August 16, 2010.

After the lifting of the TRO, the Council requested the Department of Health to issue
a memorandum relative to the pronouncement of the Court of Appeals; and the
Court of Appeals for the execution on the Notice of Decision on the pronouncement
that the NCDA Administrative Order No. 1 is effective and enforceable nationwide.
This is to oppose the DSAP motion for extension of time to file petition for review on
certiorari dated December 10, 2010.

n. Latter Day Saints Charities

Series of consultations with NCDA to identify strategies for the capability
enhancement of local service providers in the provision of customized wheelchairs
for persons with disabilities

Granting of wheelchairs to 15 marginalized children, mostly with cerebral palsy and
adults with disabilities from Muntinlupa, Las Pinas, Pasay and Angeles City, in



addition to more than 2,000 units of wheelchair distributed to indigent persons with
disabilities nationwide since 2008

3. At the local level, NCDA and the Regional Committees on Disability Affairs (RCDAs) have
worked on the passage and implementation of the following resolutions/ordinances:

a.

Increase in the composition and membership of Regional Committee on Disability Affairs
(NCDA Board Resolution No. 1 5/2010) for RCDA |, II, Il and CAR

Establishment/re-establishment of the Regional Accessibility Monitoring Team for the
training and re-training of building officials, architects and other people involved in Batas
Pambansa Blg. 344, R.A. No. 7277 and UN CRPD (Board Resolution No. 1 S/2010 and
Board Resolution No. 2 S/2010) for RCDA I, 11, Il and CAR

. An ordinance creating the Persons with Disability Affairs Office (PDAO) in the City of Naga

and for Other Purposes. The Naga City Government will give priority to the concerns of
persons with disabilities to ensure that they will be more pro-active, responsible and
productive stakeholders of society (Ordinance No. 2010-039) for RCDA V

Establishment of Persons with Disabilities Affairs Unit in Bacolod City (City Ordinance No.
519 S/2010) for RCDA VI

An Ordinance creating the Persons with Disability Affairs Office (PDAQ), providing for its
duties and functions and for other purposes (Ordinance No. 1195-2010, Misamis
Oriental) for RCDA X

Establishment of the Regional Access Monitoring Team and its Functions (Board
Resolution No. 1 Series of 2010) for RCDA XII

Identification of organizations of persons with disabilities as target beneficiaries of
DOLE’s “Kabuhayan Starter Kit” (Board Resolution No. 2 Series of 2010) for RCDA XII

Requesting the Region Xl Development Committee to issue a memorandum circular to
local government units to implement R. A. No. 9442 (Board Resolution No. 3 Series of
2010) for RCDA XII

B. Advocacy and Technical Assistance

1. Disability-Inclusive Advocacies with Various Stakeholders
a. Accessibility

e  “Creation of a Non-Handicapping Environment for PWDs in the Rural Areas”
The project aims to make rural areas in the country free from social and physical
barriers for persons with disabilities and to enhance their participation in
community activities. The project is in partnership with the Japan International
Cooperation Agency and being implemented in New Lucena, lloilo and Opol,
Misamis Oriental as pioneering sites.

This year, the project won the “Grand Award of Universal Design” from the
International Association for Universal Design (IAUD) during its awarding ceremony
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at the 3rd International Conference for Universal Design on November 1, 2010 in
Hamamatsu, Japan.

In 2010, the following major activities were undertaken for the two (2) sites:

o  Workshop on the development of accessible design using local materials and access map
including feedback session on the outcome of the workshop with Architect Yoshihiko
Kawauchi, JICA short-term expert as the main resource person

o Training of trainers on registration of persons with disabilities (Profiling Phase of the
NCDA-JICA NHE Project)

o  Access audit trainings

Training of trainers for Disability Equality Training (DET)

DET Seminar for NCDA staff, board members and other concerned non-government

organizations

Conduct of attitudinal surveys

1% and 2" Joint Coordinating Committee (JCC) meetings

Training on accessible/universal design and access map

Leadership and advocacy training for persons with disabilities

“Walk for A Cause” (New Lucena, lloilo)

“Fun Games” (Opol, Misamis Oriental)

Training on the promotion of barrier-free universal design-based environment
Mid-term review and evaluation of the project

o O

O 0O 0O 0O O O O O

o Enhancement of accessibility facilities in provincial bus terminals
NCDA has lobbied for the provision of ramps and other accessibility features and
facilities in Victory Liner bus terminals as well as that of other bus companies to
improve the mobility of passengers with disabilities, the elderly, children and
pregnant women.

e Access Audit of all city and municipal halls in the National Capital Region (NCR)
o NCDA spearheaded a series of access audits of offices of 16 city halls and 1 municipal
hall in the National Capital Region in partnership with the Department of Public Works
and Highways - NCR and the local government units.

o The access audits showed that most of these public facilities are not compliant to
Accessibility Law (Batas Pambansa Blg. 344) and the UN-CRPD. A documentation report
of the access Audit was prepared and endorsed to the local chief executives for
appropriate action.

b. Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR)
NCDA in partnership with Christian Blind Mission (CBM), CBR Coordinating Office has
continued to lobby for the implementation of Executive Order No. 437 enjoining the
Local Government Units (LGUs) to adopt the Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR) as
an approach in service delivery for persons with disabilities.

As of 2010, there are already 24 local government units including Angeles City, San
Fernando City, Floridablanca and Mexico in Pampanga in Region lll and Cervantes,
llocos Sur and San Gabriel, La Union in Region | which have expressed willingness to
adopt CBR. The NCDA and CBM-CBR Coordinating Office provided capability building
programs to these LGUs, including consultation meetings and stakeholders’ forum in
Cervantes, llocos Sur, San Gabriel, La Union and Angeles City.

Relevantly, preparatory activities for the holding of the 2™ Asia Pacific CBR Congress in
the country from November 29 to December 1, 2011 are continuously being done.



2. Advocacies Targeting the General Public
a. Infomercials on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
To improve equality of treatment to persons with disabilities, the NCDA facilitated and
coordinated the production and airing of three (3) infomercials, namely “Defy Normal,”
“Parehong Karapatan, Parehong Kakayahan,” and “Look Beyond Disability.”

The first two movie plugs were shown in 15 cinemas of Ayala Malls, SM Super Malls and
Greenhills Shopping Center for free. Its showing was also extended to three (3)
government-owned television networks, namely NBN Channel 4, RPN Channel 9 and IBC
Channel 13, in coordination with the Philippine Information Agency (PIA).

b. Puppet Shows
NCDA mounted fourteen (14) puppet shows for 2010 in the provinces of lloilo, Misamis
Oriental and Bulacan as well as in Metro Manila to intensify public awareness on the
rights of persons with disabilities. Information on the on-going implementation of the
Non-Handicapping Environment (NHE) project in New Lucena, lloilo and Opol, Misamis
Oriental were also disseminated during the puppet shows.

c. Disability-Relevant Celebrations

NCDA took active involvement in the following disability-relevant observances and

played major roles in the conduct of its corresponding activities:

e International Day of Persons with Disabilities last December 3 where “Kakayahan
2010: Work Skills Demo of Persons with Disabilities” was spearheaded by NCDA. It
aims to showcase the right to work and work excellence of persons with disabilities.
This one-day event, simultaneously held in SM North EDSA, National Computer
Center, Resources for the Blind, Inc. and NCDA Atrium, showcased work skills of 58
regional participants in 12 occupational and leisure and living categories. This event
led to work opportunities, among them two (2) photography scholarships,
prospective floristry training, and Goldilocks’ sponsorship of cake decoration
contests.

e Deaf Awareness Week

e National Children’s Month last October where a seminar on education and other
basic rights of children with disabilities was organized by NCDA at P. Gomez
Elementary School in Sta Cruz, Manila. Around 200 parents and teachers of students
with disabilities attended.

e Cerebral Palsy Awareness and Protection Week held in September where 10
individuals with cerebral palsy were conferred recognition awards due to their
exemplary achievements. A CPAP Chapter in Antipolo City was established as a result
of the City Government’s hosting of the Week’s closing ceremony on September 22.

e White Cane Day Celebration on August 1
e 32" National Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation Week in July with the

Department of Public Works and Highways as chair. This year’s celebration has “Sa
Istrukturang Accessible, Lahat ay Able” as theme.



The Week’s activities include:

o Thanksgiving and Holy Mass celebration

Formal opening ceremony

“Likhang PWD 2010”

Family fun day of persons with disabilities

Establishment of Persons with Disabilities Affairs Office (PDAO) in Barangay 179, Caloocan
City where livelihood training and feeding programs were conducted
Wheelchair basketball and tenpin bowling tournament

Poster making contest

Web accessibility forum

“Paligsahan ng may ‘K’ sa Kasaysayan at Kultura ng Pilipinas”

Medical Mission Newborn Screening Campaign in the following hospitals:
= Philippine General Hospital, Manila

- Dr. Jose Fabella Memorial Hospital, Manila

=  East Avenue Medical Center, Quezon City

. DOH-NCR, Quezon City

The Council initiated the implementation of RA No. 9288 “An Act
Promulgating a Comprehensive Policy and a National System for Ensuring
Newborn Screening by providing newborn screening kits to 150 babies in the
said government hospitals

Forum on Accessibility Law and Universal Design Concept

Community-based medical and dental mission

Walk for a cause and On-the-spot murals painting c ontest in New Lucena, lloilo

Commemoration of Mabini’s Birthday

o O O O

o 0O O O O

O O O O

Women with Disabilities Day in March

Autism Consciousness Week in January

The conduct of these year-round activities bring into the core of public discussion and
consciousness pressing issues and concerns of persons with disabilities. A number of
stakeholders from both government and private entities were mobilized to serve as working
committee members, project partners and sponsors.

d. Media Education and Publicity

NCDA held media forums in NCR, regions 5, 6, 8, and 10 on the “Rights to Suffrage of
Persons with Disabilities”, “Basic Programs and Services for Persons with
Disabilities”, and “Non-Handicapping Environment (NHE) Project for Persons with
Disabilities”.

In Regions 8 and 10, the forums served as an advocacy support to the NHE Project.
The media forum also serves as part of the continuing media education on disability
which can substantiate its reporting on disability and persons with disabilities. A
significant amount of publicity mileage and data bank of media outlets were also
generated.

NCDA syndicated and posted a number of press releases on its year-round activities
and events in major Metro Manila newspapers and in its website. NCDA also
worked with the Presidential Communications Operations Office to include daily
discussion about persons with disabilities in one of the programs over DZRB (Radyo
ng Bayan)



e NCDA likewise arranged numerous live and pre-recorded interviews in different
broadcast media outlets nationwide to enhance public discussions on programs,
services, and economic and livelihood opportunities that could be availed of by
persons with disabilities. Among these include Channel 7’s “ 24 Oras” DZMM, ABS-
CBN, and through the “Lakbay Aral” of local government units from different regions

NCDA Publications

NCDA published and distributed various information materials to organizations, schools,
libraries, local government units, and private companies to increase and sustain public
awareness on identified priority concerns and on NCDA.

These include the NCDA 2010 Calendars, Newsletters and a Primer-Brochure, full-text of
UN-CRPD, R.A. No. 7277, R.A. No. 9442, R.A. No. 10070, Batas Pambansa Blg. 344, the
Guidelines issued by concerned Departments on the 20% discount for PWDs
implementing R.A. No. 9442, Brochures on “Communicating Disability” and “10 Ways on
How to Be an effective Self-Advocate,” and the Compilation of Legal Bases of Disability-
Related celebrations.

NCDA also came up this year a magazine on a disability icon and achievers entitled
“Journey Beyond Disability” top billing 42 success stories of persons with disabilities and
served as concrete contribution to evidence-sharing of work excellence
records/statistics called for in Article 31 of the UNCRPD. This special publication is
funded by the Department of Labor and Employment and disseminated to different
agencies.

Disability Sections in College and University Libraries and Enhancement of NCDA

Library

e NCDA has established two (2) disability sections in 2010 in the libraries of St. Jude
College in Manila and Commonwealth Elementary School in Quezon City, making a
total of 12 disability sections to date. The section serves as a repository of
information on disability which increases the knowledge of both students and
faculty seeking latest trends and updates on various disability-related topics.

e The NCDA likewise enhanced its library as a potent source of relevant information
on disability through purchase of books, newspaper subscriptions and clipping of
disability-related write-ups. These materials are also being used to monitor current
disability-related trends and programs of different parties, with some in support of
the implementation of various laws and mandates on disability

Advocacy collaborations
NCDA has continuously worked with the following organizations for the expansion of
various advocacies, targeting bigger reach:

a.

SM Program on Disability Affairs for its continuous promotion of accessibility in all SM
Supermalls ensuring safety and comfort of persons with disabilities. Activities include:
(1) Trainings and seminars of all SM frontliners on how to handle customers with special
needs, including their evacuation in case of emergencies; (2) Upgrading of SM Malls’ fire
alarm bells to include warning lights for persons with hearing impairment; (3) Regular
scheduling of Sensory Friendly Movies in cinemas nationwide for persons with autism;
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(4) Conduct of a photo exhibit entitled “Photography with a Difference: Touching Lives
Through Photography” at SM City North Edsa, Quezon City for the benefit of visually
impaired children; and (5) Inclusion of Braille in its Noah’s Ark display in SM City’s “The
Block” and in the exhibit area at SM Mall of Asia.

b. Kakayahan at Kabuhayan Multi-Purpose Cooperative together with Greenhills Shopping
Center for the participation of thirty (30) organizations of persons with disabilities in the
“Christmas Bangketa Sale” in Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila last Summer and
Christmas season and with SMX Mall of Asia for the participation of eight (8)
organizations of persons with disabilities in the “Bangketa Sale” during the Labor Day
Celebration. These exhibits showcased the entrepreneurial skills as well as the products
and services of persons with disabilities

c. Ayala Malls for the implementation of their “U-First Priority Shopping” program which
provides mobility conveniences for senior citizens and persons with disabilities in line
with the Accessibility Law (Batas Pambansa Blg. 344)

d. American Field Services (AFS) Intercultural Program Philippines for the mounting of the
NCDA information booth during the AFS Schooltura at Glorietta 4, Makati City where
relevant information on the Council’s programs and its role in the AFS-YES program were
exhibited and disseminated

e. Department of Health-Center for Health Development (DOH-CHD)-Region Il for the
implementation of on-Line registration, including the training of all city/municipal social
welfare development officers and business establishments owners and representatives
in the region and Batanes province

f. Department of Health and Philippine Information Agency for the ongoing formulation
and designing of information package for the Philippine Registry of Persons with
Disabilities

g. Department of Education for the training workshop for school heads and supervisors in
Luzon and Visayas on the implementation of inclusive education with special discussion
of Article 24 (Education) of the UN-CRPD

h. Department of the Interior and Local Government for the generation of information on
the household members with disabilities by the Community-Based Monitoring System
and lobbying of issues and concerns of persons with disabilities during national
conventions of the Leagues of Cities and Municipalities

Advocacy Seminars, Orientation and Open Forums

NCDA officers and staff served as resource persons and key players in the following

seminars, trainings, forums, and the like:

a. National Orientation of Student Learners organized by the Commission on Higher
Education

b. Forum on R.A. No. 9442 in celebration of the International Day of Persons with
Disabilities

c. Orientation and dialogue with 43 foreign visiting experts to generate resources in the
form of scholarships, manpower and expertise exchange, fund support and information
11



1** quarter dialogue with leaders of persons with disabilities from eight (8) organizations
in the cities of Angeles, Mandaluyong, Makati, Valenzuela and Quezon. Participants
were informed on available government projects and service for persons with disabilities
and the status of the implementation of R.A. No. 9442 and Batas Pambansa Blg. 344
(Accessibility Law). Likewise, the participating organizations informed NCDA on the
different programs and projects of local government units citing their good practices and
services as provided to their constituents with disabilities.

Seminar-Meeting on the Harvard Law School Project on Disability thru Michael Stein
and the Perkins International Program of School for the Blind on March 4-6, 2010 in
Gateway Mall and University of the Philippines College of Law, Quezon City. It resulted
to partnership with DSWD and DepEd for the “Day Care Workers Orientation for Visually
Impaired Children.”

Career development workshop for the recipients of wheelchairs of the Center for
Persons with Disabilities Associate Interdisciplinary Training Division of the Utah State
University with Director Marilyn Hammond on January 12, 2010 at the Church of Jesus
Christ of LDSC, Green Meadows, Quezon City. The training enhanced the capability of
persons with disabilities for gainful employment and to complement government’s
development programs for them.

Continuous training on chess, bowling and other sports for persons with disabilities in
coordination with the National Chess Federation of the Philippines, National Association
of Philippine Chess Arbiters, Philippine Bowling Center, Philippine Sports Association for
Differently-Abled and Philippine Sports Federation of the Deaf. This program showcases
and demonstrates skills and talents of persons with disabilities through sports which
help them gain self confidence and discipline.

Forum-workshop on the human rights legislative agenda with the Commission on
Human Rights where “Access to justice of persons with disabilities” was discussed

Forum on accessibility for persons with disabilities at the House of Representatives
where technical orientation on how to conduct access audit was included

Formulation of the National Human Rights Action Plan (NHRAP) for the International
Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (ICERD). This ensures that the
concerns of indigenous persons with disabilities will be included in the NHRAP of the
Convention.

Pre-education seminar and formulation of plans/activities of the Kakayahan Kabuhayan
Multi-Purpose Cooperative

Promotion and/or conduct of orientation and lecture on R.A. No. 9442, R.A. No. 7277,

Batas Pambansa Blg. 344, Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR), Executive Order No.

437 and National Human Rights Action Plan-UN Convention on the Rights of Persons

with Disabilities to different municipalities/local government units nationwide, namely:

e  Misamis Oriental, Camarines Norte, Region 4A, Calabarzon, Western Visayas and to
parents of children with disabilities and different disability groups in National Capital
Region
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e Fourteen (14) municipalities in the Bicol Region (Tiwi, Tabacco City, Malinao, Sto.
Domingo, Legaspi City, Ligao City, inon, Daraga, Naga City, Bombon, San Fernando,
Lupi, Libmanan and Palayan City) which eventually adopted CBR

e Twenty-two (22) municipalities and cities in CALABARZON and Western Visayas
(lloilo City, San Dionisio, Batad, Concepcion, New Lucena, Calinog, Pototan,
Dumangas, Duenas, San Enrique, Cabatuan, Leganes, Janiuay, San Jose Antique,
Barbasa, Laua-an, Cadiz City, Kabankalan City, Bacolod City, Himamaylan City, Bago
City and Silay City)

Provision of Technical Assistance

5. Development of Reports, Action Plans, Policies and Standards on Various
Disability-Related Concerns

a.

First country report on the implementation of United Nations Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities. NCDA conducted the 2™ Consultative Meeting on the
formulation of a comprehensive country report in coordination with the Presidential
Human Rights Committee (PHRC) and the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA).
Participants submitted all relevant reports that can be incorporated in the UN-CRPD
Country Report based on their Agency/Department’s mandates after the consultative
meeting.

Two (2) country reports on international cooperation initiatives on the implementation
of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of R.A. No. 9709 entitled “Universal Newborn
Hearing Screening Act of 2009”. This law institutionalizes the prevention and early
detection of congenital hearing loss among newborns and establishes effective referral
and linkages through appropriate diagnostic, medical and early intervention services and
programs.

Amendments to the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of Batas Pambansa Blg.
344 or the Accessibility Law. The proposed amendments which are based on standards
and codes of other Asian countries including UN-ESCAP, and aligned to the emerging
universal design concept that accessibility is not only for persons with disabilities, but for
all. Also, the proposal addresses issues and concerns of the blind, deaf, severely
disabled who are not given much consideration in the present IRR.

Technical inputs in the crafting and eventual passage of Republic Act No. 10070 entitled
“An Act Establishing an Institutional Mechanism to Ensure the Implementation of
Programs and Services for Persons with Disabilities in Every Province, City and
Municipality, amending Republic Act No. 7277, otherwise known as the “Magna Carta
for Disabled Persons”, as amended, and for Other Purposes.”

NCDA has worked with the technical working group of the Senate Committee on Social
Justice, Welfare and Rural Development with the Committee on Finance and Local
Government. The NCDA also took charge of the publication of the Law in two (2) leading
newspapers (Manila Times and Manila Standard) on April 30, 2010.

Provisions on “Disability and Functional Difficulty” of the 2010 Census of Population and
Housing (CPH) Enumerator’s Manual of the National Statistics Office. The census was
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conducted from May 17 to June 11 nationwide. The functional difficulty is classified into
the following six (6) core categories:

S hAWNR

Difficulty in seeing, even if wearing eyeglasses
Difficulty in hearing, even if using a hearing aid
Difficulty in walking or climbing steps
Difficulty in remembering or concentrating
Difficulty in self-caring (bathing or dressing)
Difficulty in communicating

Position papers and recommendations on the following bills and resolutions:

HOUSE BILLS/ PARTICULARS AUTHORS

RESOLUTIONS

H.B. No. 1685 “An Act Granting persons with disabilities (PWD) who are self- | Rep. Rufus B.
employed a seventy percent (70%) Government subsidy for their | Rodriguez
monthly premium contributions to the Social Security System for
the first three months of coverage amending for the purpose
Republic Act No. 7277, Otherwise known as the Magna Carta for
Persons with Disabilities.”

H.B. No. 1681 “An Act Providing Telecommunications Systems Accessibility to | Rep. Rufus B.
Persons with Communication Deficits (Hearing-Impaired and | Rodriguez
Speech-Impaired

H.B. No. 2955 “An Act Providing Hearing-Impaired and Speech Impaired Persons | Rep. Marceline
Access to Telecommunication System” Teodoro

H.B. No. 3192 “An Act Amending Republic Act No. 7277, Otherwise known as the | Rep. Imelda

Magna Carta for Disabled Persons on the Equal Opportunity for
Employment of Persons with Disabilities”

Calixto-Rubiano

House Res. No.
221

A Resolution directing the House of Representatives Committee on
Social Services to Investigate, in aid of Legislation, the status of the
implementation of various Laws applicable to persons with
disabilities in the light of various reports that certain drugstores are
not honouring the discount on purchases made by persons with
disabilities pursuant to Republic Act No. 9442 Otherwise known as
“An Act Amending Republic Act No. 7277, Otherwise known as the
Magna Carta for Disabled Persons and for Other Purposes,” and
Administrative Order No. 2009-0011 issued by the Department of
Health.

Reps. Bello, Bag-
ao, Gonzales Il,
Lagman and the
Members of the
Committee on
Rules

Three (3) bills

Reorganization of the Commission on Human Rights Bill on the
Enhancement of the Functions and Powers of the CHR

h. Action plans of South Cotabato Federation of Organization of Persons with Disabilities,
Polomolok Association of differently Abled Persons and Malungon Association of
Persons with Disabilities. These action plans include capability training on business
management and accounting to enhance capacity of target participants in sustaining a
livelihood project.

i. Revised plans of the Sub-Committees on Accessibility, Economic Development,
Habilitation and Rehabilitation of Regional Council on Disability Affairs XII

6. Resource Augmentation and Program Development Support
To enhance advocacy on the rights of persons with disabilities to sports, socio-economic
development, accessibility to communication and the like, NCDA provided fund and
program development support to the following:
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22™ World Federation of Deaf Regional Secretariat Asia-Pacific Representatives Meeting
held on November 25-28 in Tagaytay City

4™ Asia Pacific Deaf Bowling Tournament on November 30-December 6 in Robinson’s
Place, Ermita, Manila

ASEAN Children’s Forum on October 20-23 in Fontana Clark, Angeles City

KALIPIKA’s beads-making project. KALIPIKA is a self-help group of women with
disabilities in Nueva Viscaya.

VIBES’ expansion of its massage business operation in Regions lll and IV. VIBES is a self-
help group of persons with disabilities based in National Capital Region

Malungon Association of Persons with disabilities’ acquisition of sewing machine to be
used for its livelihood activities. The association is a self-help group in North Cotobato,
Region XII.

Association of Differently-Abled Persons in lloilo Multi-Purpose Cooperative (ADPIMPC)’s
Training cum Production of Natural Mosquito and Insects Repellant on June 9-11.
Parents Advocate for Visually Impaired Children’s “Visually Impaired Sports Training and
Advocacy (VISTA) 2010”

Ellen Aguilar’s paper bags and recycled décor livelihood venture. Ms. Aguilar is a person
with disability in Region VII.

National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC)’s 2010 Sectoral General Assembly of Persons
with Disabilities. NCDA facilitated the election of the sectoral Council members (regional
and national representatives representing cross-disability groups including women with
disabilities) and the nominees for sectoral representative, as well as documenting the
proceedings of the general assembly.

AFS-YES Scholars for the generation of assistive technology for ljemmer Jones Ramos by
his former US high School, Ms. Bonnie snider, and support for the schooling of Yamie
Fiestada by the US-based AFSAER Max Jalandoni

DSWD IV-B and National Vocational Rehabilitation Center for the provision of wheelchair
to Ms. Demure Gallardo Delos Santos of Barangay Mamburao, Misamis Oriental and
basic computer training to a person with disability from Pangasinan

Undertakings of the different NCDA Sub-Committees
NCDA facilitated regular meetings and various undertakings of its Sub-committees
which resulted to the following:

a.

Issuance of the Commission on Information and Communications Technology (CICT) of a
circular requesting web accessibility compliance of government and non-government
organizations nationwide and leadership in the conduct of a web accessibility forum in
July 2010 to ensure full compliance to web accessibility

Organization of a technical working group to spearhead the formulation of amendments
to Batas Pambansa Blg. 344 and the framework on how to proceed with the proposed
amendments

Conduct of a survey with Department of Social Welfare and Development as respondent
regarding data/statistics on the number of its clients provided services as inputs to the
Philhealth’s research on the inclusion of additional benefits for persons with disabilities
in the program

Conduct of consultation on the research undertaken by UNICEF on the Rights and State
of Children with Disabilities. The validated research provides concerned agencies/
organizations, policy makers, planners and other stakeholders guide for policy/program
development.

15



e. Inclusion of the Non-Handicapping Environment activities as a project of the Sub-

Committee on Accessibility on Built Environment and Transportation for sustainability
after 2012.

f. Tie-ups with Mahaveer Foundation and Liliane Foundation, Terres des Hommes to

promote resource sharing among the members of the Sub-Committee on International
Disability Network and adoption of a monitoring matrix on disability-related
international commitments.

C. Monitoring and Evaluation
NCDA in its effort to further develop and improve current programs and services for persons
with disabilities have conducted monitoring and evaluation of the following in 2010:

1.

Adoption and implementation of Community-Based Rehabilitation in Region | (Cervantes
and San Gabriel) and Region Il (Florida Blanca, Angeles city, San Fernando City and Mexico)

Local government units that employ persons with disabilities, including the
Memorandum of Agreement on the employment of persons with disabilities signed between
the Mandaluyong City Government and Mc Donalds. As a result, seven (7) and 18 persons
were found to be employed on a permanent status in the Provincial Capitol of Aklan and
Local Government of Ligao City, respectively.

Implementation of R. A. No. 9442 in Puregold, Ever Gotesco, Hotel and Restaurant
Association of the Philippines, Philippine Franchise Association, MARINA, Amang Rodriguez
Hospital, Paranaque Doctors Hospitals and other establishments in the National Capital
Region and different regions.

Uploading of local government units data on the issued persons with disabilities
identification cards to the Department of Health (DOH) Philippine Persons with Disabilities
Registry. Likewise, NCDA has uploaded 1,500 data of persons with disabilities to the same
registry system.

Nationwide issuance of Persons with Disabilities ldentification Card, with the following
results:

REGION NUMBER OF CITIES AND
MUNICIPALITIES ISSUING IDs NUMBER OF ISSUED IDs

| 7 cities & 53 municipalities = 60 6,873

Il 3 cities & 49 municipalities =52 3,323

11} 11 cities & 42 municipalities = 53 6,348
IV-A 13 cities & 32 municipalities = 45 11,370
IV-B 2 cities & 26 municipalities =28 2,643
Vv 7 cities & 33 municipalities =40 4,830
\ 8 cities & 46 municipalities = 54 15,278
Vil 3 cities & 22 municipalities = 25 8,510
VIl 4 cities & 27 municipalities = 31 2,814
IX 3 cities & 12 municipalities = 15 438

X 8 cities & 11 municipalities = 19 3,754
Xl 5 cities & 33 municipalities = 38 3,544
Xl 4 cities & 19 municipalities =23 1,045
NCR 16 cities & 1 municipality = 17 18,569
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CAR 1 city & 37 municipalities = 38 3,107
CARAGA 5 cities & 12 municipalities =17 3,795
TOTAL 100 cities & 455 municipalities = 555 96,241
*As of September 2010, there are 138 cities and 1,496 municipalitiesnationwide,Reference:NSCB

6. Collected data on:
a. Contact details and other relevant information for the updating of Directories and
Manuals on Rehabilitation Resources and/or Disability Data through coordination with
NCDA Board members and other relevant sectors, non-government organizations, self-
help groups/parents groups.
b. Number of children with disabilities enrolled in Special Education schools in Metro
Manila
Disaggregated data on disability from 16 cities and One (1) municipality in NCR
List of self-help groups in Region XIl and CARAGA Region
CY 2010-2011 enrolment of persons with disabilities in NCR
Status of implementation of R.A. No. 9442 in NCR and Davao del Norte
Status report of self-help groups/self-help organizations of persons with disabilities on
the implementation of domestic laws and international commitment (i.e. Magna Carta
for PWDs, UNCRPD, General Appropriations Act provisions on allocation of 1% for PWD
disability related in the annual budget of all agencies/infrastructure and Accessibility
Law)
These data serve as bases for policy and program development of duty bearers, policy
makers and other stakeholder and organizations of persons with disabilities.

@ o oo

D. Other Accomplishments

1. Provision of foreign and local trainings/scholarships/fellowship and attendance to
international symposiums and meetings

NCDA coordinated and facilitated the following training, scholarship and fellowship

programs, both here and abroad for its officers and staff, persons with disabilities and

representatives from its member-agencies to capacitate them toward more effective and
responsive work performance to promote the rights of persons with disabilities in the

Philippines:

a. “Capacity Development on Disability and Development for CLMV Government Officers
Wrap-Up Seminar” held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on March 21 to 23 where
collaboration between NCDA, government and non-government organizations on
programs for persons with disabilities was presented. NCDA Officer-in-Charge Mateo A.
Lee, Jr. attended the said seminar

b. International Symposium for the Promotion of Universal Design-Based Environments in
Asian Region on June 24-28 in Tokyo, Japan and attended by NCDA Staff Marlu F.
Evangelista

c. Intergovernmental meeting of the UN-ESCAP’s Committee on Social Development at its
second session on October 19-22 held at the UN Conference Centre, Bangkok, Thailand
and attended by NCDA staff Andres Rhudy B. Ravelo, Jr.

d. International Study-Tour Program entitled “Learning through International Networking
and Knowledge Sharing” or LINKS sponsored by VSO Bahaginan held in India, involving
twelve (12) Filipino leaders and partners on programs and advocacy on disability,
including persons with disabilities

e. Information Technology Training on Multimedia/Graphics with the Polytechnic
University of the Philippines
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f. International Autism Conference with renowned resource persons from institutions
catering services for persons with autism in the USA, Korea and the Philippines

g. One year post-graduate study program in Australia to Fatima A. Garon, NCDA Project
Evaluation Officer under the Australian Awards-Australian Development Scholarship
(ADS) and the Philippine-Australian Human Resource and Organizational Development
Facility (PAHRODF) sponsored by the Australian AID

h. Two-month Australian Leadership Awards Fellowships on Policy Development,
Implementation, Advocacy and Monitoring and Evaluation of Disability Inclusive
Programs and Legislations in the Philippines for six (6) NCDA staff and six (6) local
partners from March 21 to May 6, 2011 sponsored by the Queensland University of
Technology and AusAid

Financial and referral assistance

NCDA extended a total amount of forty-five thousand pesos (P45,000.00), two (2) units of
wheelchairs, 25 units of white cane, one (1) unit of stroller and one (1) unit of quad cane
were provided to a number of persons with disabilities from January to December 2010.

NCDA also facilitated the assessment and referral of persons with disabilities in need of
employment, livelihood, education, sign language interpreters, assistive devices, medicines,
and medical care as well as interventions on various issues and concerns of persons with
disabilities. Most of these cases were referred by Presidential Action Center and NCDA
member-agencies and were endorsed to appropriate bodies for action.

NCDA 201202014 Information Systems Strategic Plan (ISSP)

NCDA endorsed its 2012-2014Information Systems Strategic Plan (ISSP) to the National
Computer Center for submission to the Department of Budget and Management that will
serve as blueprint for the computerization program of NCDA that is envisioned to support an
effective tracking of its programs and activities

Implementation of the Moral Renewal Action Plan/Integrity Development Action Plan
This is pursuant to Administrative Order No. 255 “Directing the Heads of the Executive
Department to Lead Moral Renewal in their Agencies”

President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo’s Visit to the NCDA Office on February 18, 2010.

The newly-constructed building of NCDA serves as the country’s Disability Resource Center
and a permanent home for the Council, persons with disabilities and other partners and
stakeholders in the pursuit toward further development of persons with disabilities.

Purchase of a new commuter van for Council use.
This resolved the staff’s need for service vehicle for official use.

NCDA coordinated with DPWH and facilitated the implementation/administration of the
following programs/projects/activities:

e Construction/Repair/Rehabilitation:
o 155 - Elementary/Secondary/College School Buildings (SBs) with provisions of either
ramps or railings
o 98 — Multi-purpose Buildings (MPBs) with ramps, railings, and accessible CRs
o 31— Accessible CRs
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e Provision of barrier-free facilities and accessibility facilities on existing infrastructures:
o 4 - Units of ramps on Elementary/Secondary SBs
o 1-Unit of accessible CR on Existing DPWH DEO

e Provision of job opportunities for 3 PWDs in Region X and 10 PWDs in region XI

e Conduct of monitoring inspection/assessment of government buildings and private
establishments in Regions I, IV-B, X, Xl including Cordillera Administrative Regions (CAR)
to determine compliance to BP 344 which resulted to the following data:

o 1,207 Government buildings inspected (with 16.82% Compliance to BP 344)
= 203 -Complying
= 1,004 — Non-Complying

o 1,206 Private Establishments Inspected (with 16.00% Compliance to BP 344)
= 205 - Complying
= 1,001 - Non-Complying

e Conduct of eight (8) Orientation Seminars on BP 344 at eight (8) DPWH regional Offices:
NCR, CAR, Regions I, 11, lll, IV-A, IV-B and V respectively.

e Participation in the regular meetings of the NCDA, RCDA and coordination meetings with
the Local Building Officials to discuss major concerns of the PWD Sector

While the National Council on Disability Affairs (NCDA) recognizes that much work needs to
be done to empower Filipinos with disabilities and to make their rights real, it is confident
that with the present administration at the helm, the NCDA will work together towards
this goal.

The NCDA also looks forward to the conduct of the following major undertakings in 2011:

e Observance of the 33" National Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation Week on July
27-23, 2011 with NCDA as the lead agency

e Philippines’ participation in the 8™ International Abilympics to be held in Seoul, South
Korea on September 25-31, 2011

e Philippines’ hosting of the 2011 2" Asia-Pacific Congress on Community-Based
Rehabilitation on November 29-December 1, 2011
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